'31 o            Laxity of Highland conversation.     O.D. 1775.
knowing by that learning, some written language, in that language they wrote, as letters had never been applied to their own. If there are manuscripts, let them be shewn, with some proof that they are not forged for the occasion. You say many can remember parts of Ossian. I believe all those parts are versions of the English; at least there is no proof of their antiquity.
'Macpherson is said to have made some translations himself; and having taught a boy to write it, ordered him to say that he had learnt it of his grandmother. The boy, when he grew up, told the story. This Mrs. Williams heard at Mr. Strahan's table. Don't be credulous; you know how little a Highlander can be trusted T. . Macpherson is, so far as I know, very quiet. Is not that proof enough? Every thing is against him. No visible manuscript; no inscription in the language: no correspondence among friends : no transaction of business, of which a single scrap remains in the ancient families. Macpherson's pretence is, that the character was Saxon. If he had not talked unskilfully of manuscripts, he might have fought with oral tradition much longer. As to Mr. Grant's information, I suppose he knows much less of the matter than ourselves.
' In the mean time, the bookseller says that the salea is sufficiently quick. They printed four thousand. Correct your copy wherever it is wrong, and bring it up. Your friends will all be glad to see you. I think of going myself into the country about May.
' I am sorry that I have not managed to send the book sooner. I have left four for you, and do not restrict you absolutely to follow my directions in the distribution. You must use your own discretion.
' Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell: I suppose she is now just beginning to forgive me.
' I am, dear Sir, your humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'Feb. 25, 1775-'
1 ' Such is the laxity of Highland     Islands of Scotland.   BOSWELL.    It
conversation that the inquirer is kept     was  sold  at  five shillings a   copy,
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are not much accustomed to be inter-     Boswell, in a note, post, April 28,
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